


BLACK DWARF 


A Uondon Wieekly Publication, 


EDITED, PRINTED, AND PUBLISHED, BY T. J. WOOCLER, 
. 76, FLEET STREET 3 
Where Communications (post paid) are requested to be addressed, 








— = 


No. 23, Vol. X.] MVEDNESDAY, JUNE 4, 1823. [ Price 6d 














a Ra” DARE LO EEE EO SE TR ESE TS 
Satire’s my weapon; bul I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Pore. 


~~ >——__-—__-- 
PACKING OF SPECIAL JURIES. 





‘‘ The creatures at their dirty work again.” —Pops. 





This subject, it is now probable, may ebtain some atten- 
tion on the part of the people, if there yet bea class in 
England, which deserves the name of a PEOPLE !—Of 
this we have much doubt. We have individuals amongst 
_ us, who can make a terrible outcry, when they are 
themselves aggrieved, We have bodies. of men, also, 
who when they are pinched into discontent, can play the . 
part of patriotic men; but release the pressure of the 
one, and throw a sop to the other, and you have a calm 
produced instantaneously. Not but there are, here and 
there, a few MEN sprinkled amongst the mass; and here 
and there, a genuine scion of the old English oak 
appears ;—but, altogether, there never was a land, in 
which a more civil race of tame geese, offered their backs 
to the plucker, and their necks to be wrung, with such 
submissive civility. To say nothing of the Americans, 
the French got tired of the wooden shoes, and going 
without breeches—the blacks of St. Domingo, took up 
the cudgel against the lash—the Greeks wearied of the 
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Turkish bastinado—the Spaniards sickened of the bless- 
ings of the Inquisition—the Portuguese grew weary of 
the priests, and dogs, that lorded it at Lisbon—but your 
true, patient, plodding, enduring, and long-suffering 
John Bulls, tire not at all under the boroughmonger 
voke. With sinews most admirably adapted for carrying 
burthens, and backs that have been scourged, until all 
sensibility is beaten out of them, the present race of“ free- 
born Britons,” are a rare illustration of the mode, in 
which things calling themselves men, may be led by the 
nose to the stake, to be worried and baited at their own 
expense. Mr. R. Martin, recently moved for leave to 
bring in a bill, to prohibit BULL-baiting!—but, as there 
was no proviso proposed, to exempt JoHNn BuLL from 
the intended act, and as all the sport and profit of the 
boroughmongers is derived from barteng him, the leave 
required was refused, it being their sovereign will and 
pleasure to bait him without respite to the end of time. 
Five years ago we laid the same facts, in a more aggva- 
vated case, before the public, which were last week reca- 
pitulated in the House of Commons, on the pre- 
sentation of the able petitions of Mr. John Hunt, and 
Mr. W. Trust, complaining of the barefaced packing of 
Special Juries. Five years ago, we published a pamphlet. 
entitled an ‘* Appeal to the Citizens of Eendon on the al- 
leged lawful mode of packing Special Juries ;’’ * in 
which we exposed the monstrous and infamous system 
which then prevailed ; and which now prevails to as dan- 
rerous an extent, throughout the whole of the United 
Kingdom. We then laid bare the infamy of the system ; 
and if the press had but done its palpable duty in supporting 
the exposure, and probing the evil to the bottom, we 
should have long ere this seen the downfal of the treason- 
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+ A fewcopies of this pamphlet are on hand, and may be had, of 
all the venders of the Black Dwarf. 
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able conspiracy to annihilate the trial by Jury. But the press 
shrunk from the task—the public were indiflerent—public 
men neglected their duty—the Courts saw that no real in- 
tention of protecting the rights of the people existed ; and 
they ventured upon the horrible proclamation, that a ser- 
vant of the Ministry had a legal right to pack juries to try 
Ministerial accusations! Not even this horrible doctrine 
could rouse the people ; and we most firmly believe that 
if the Judges had proclaimed that they had the right to sen- 
tence met who were accused by the Ministry, to be hanged, 
drawn, and quartered, without any trial at all, the PEOPLE, 
as they are called, would have suffered the authority to be 
assumed without any other resistance than idle murmuring ; 
and that our public men would have thought it quite use- 
less, if not quite ridiculous , to moot tbe point in Parlia- 
ment. It was well known to many: of them, that not 
one Special Jury had been legally impanelled 
for perhaps a century in England. I[t was known 
that law and reason were equally outraged, and 
equally set at defiance. Yet no one moved to our 
assistance. We were left alone to combat it—and 
the baser part of the press hoped that we should fall in 
the struggle, and that thus a rival would be removed. 
As the evil spreads, and the victims multiply, something 
like curtostly, rather than fee ing, is awakened, and 
honourable members of honourable houses begin to won- 
der how such a system should exist. It is the natural 
zrowth of the soil of government, when the supposed 
cultivators neglect to weed it of abuses, and to plant 
useful fruit. Mr. Bennett quite amused us by the decla- 
ration that ‘« he KNEW instances in which even common 
juries had been tampered with!’’ What, know this, and 
keep it concealed! A legislator, a member of the House 
of Commons, one of the appointed guardians of the peo- 
ple’s rights, KNOW that their liberties had been tampered. 
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with so grossly, so treasonably; and yet let the abuse 
pass unnoticed, and the offenders escape! This is forbear- 
ance with a vengeance ; but would suc’: lenity have been 
shewn to a poacher, or to poor old woman who: had been 
gleaning a few rotten sticks without permission, and 
against the law in that case made and provided? Cer- 
tainly not! The House of Correction for one, and the 
Tread-mill for the other, would have been awarded with 
all the rigour of offended law. Thus it is with us. The 
man who steals the goose from the common, is a thief, 
and must be whipped:—but he who stcals the common 
from the goose, isa great man, and is become more re- 
spectable from the commission of the robbery. And why? 
Because geese cannot punish men who injure them ; and 
a nation of human geese are not more important than 
their feathered brethren, when they do nothing but hiss 
at the invasion of their rights. 

On the discussion there was some gross flattery adminis- 
tered to the Master of the Crown-office, who must laugh 
in his sleeve at the honourable dupes of his immaculate 
virtue. Mr. Philips vouched for his goodness, and 
was ready to depose that he was so innocent as not 
to know any thing whatever of the individuals whom he 
is so solicitous to pack. If this were true, it would prove 
that he was a blockhead, who was anxious to take a most 
unnecessary trouble ; for if he knows nothing of any of 
them, what does he grope about the list for, to make a 
selection ‘ Mr. Creevey said Mr. Lushington had a chival- 
rous disregard of his own interest. This is droll enough 
to say of a man who has a sinecure of £1000 a year, 
besides his place at the Crown Office, the emoluments of 
which are not known! He has taken care to secure 
enough, at any rate; and we are of opinion that a man 
who holds one sinecure, would take another if he could 


get it; and the mode in which Mr. Lushington strikes 
juries seems to us— 
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* The only way, at once both safe and wise, 

‘“ To please his various masters, and to rise.” 
in good plain truth, we give this Master no credit 
for either fair-play, or good intention. We are firmly 
convinced that to his packing of a Warwickshire Jury, 
and to the Court’s maintenance of his packing, we owe an 
illegal conviction, and unjust imprisonment of fifteen 
months in Warwick gaol. We have no _ personal 
feeling on this account; for we despise the great authors 
of our wreng, {one of whom has passed in a dreadful man- 
ner to a most awful account) too much, to entertain any 
irritation against the minor tools who were engaged in 
injuring us; but itis necessary, as a measure of public jus- 
tice to oppose the fulsome panegyric of a man, who is al- 
most daily striking at the very root of public justice, and 
undermining the confidence that ought to be placed in 
the due administration of the law. 

We shall endeavour to get a further discussion on the 
subject in the Honourable House, before the Session closes; 
and in order to preserve all the documents on this subject, 
which is only second in importance to the subject of Par- 
liamentary Reform, we shall insert the two Petitions al- 
luded to at length. 


To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom 
of Great Brifain and Ireland, in Parliament assem- 
bled :—The humble Petition of John Hunt, of Old 
Bond-street, Publisher— 


SHOWETH, 


That your Petitioner was in 1821 prosecuted on an Ex- 
Officio information by his Majesty’s Attorney-General, for 
a libel in the weekly newspaper called the ‘‘ Examiner,” 
of which he is proprietor, and that previously to the trial 
io be attended on summons, when the Master of the 
Crown-office nominated the 48 Jurors, out of which the 
panel to try the case was to be formed. That your peti- 
tioner has also been prosecuted by the self-styled “ Consti- 
tutional Association,” for publishing an alleged libel on the 
jate King, in a Poem entitled the “ Vision of Judgment ;”’ 
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and that he attended a similar nomination at the Crown: 
office, on the 15th day of the present month. That on 
both these occasions the Master had insisted on selecting 
out of a book containing the names of many thousand 
freeholders and’ leaseholders of the county of Middlesex, 
such names only as he chose, proceeding on no under- 
stood plan, but picking out or passing over the names en- 
tirely at his own will and pleasure. 

That the Master declared it was the constant practice 
of his office to nominate from among those persons alone 
to whose names the designation of «© Esquire”’ was affixed 
in the Frecholders’ Book by the petty constables who 
make the returns to the Sheriff. Your petitioner conceives 
this practice 10 be in the highest degree unjust and ille- 

eal; because all the freeholders and leaseholders are by 
law ‘equally eligible to serve on Special Juries, yet by 
this arbitrary arid absurd distinction the immense majority 
are excluded from the exercise of a great. constitutional 
right, and the discharge. of an important civilduty. Your 
petitioner could enlarge on the unauthorised, uncertain, 
and ignorant manner in which the title of “ Esquire’’ is 
lavished by the district officer, and could state numerous 
instances within his own immediate knowledge, wherein 
the persons so styled have been retail tradesmen actually 
carrying on business: but he forbears to fatigue your 
Honourable House with a detail which he trusts is not 
required in order to convince your Honourable House that 
nothing can be more unjust and ridiculous, than that the 
designation of “ Esquire,’ arbitrarily fixed by a subor- 
dinate district officer to the names of a sinall. minority of 
the freeholders, should be held to give them an exclusive 
privilege to discharge the duty of Special Jurors, to the 
practical disfranchisement of the great majority of those 
whom the law has declared eligible 

Your petitioner has further to complain, that the mode 
of nomination practised by the Master is still more objec- 
tionable than this unjust exclusion, and in effect totally 
deprives the subject of all security for obtaining an im- 
partial Jury—A_ person holding the. situation of Master 
will naturally have a bias towards the crown, and is obvi- 
ously not a proper person to have the absolute selection of 
the Jurors in any cause between the Crown and the sub- 
ject. The law, has, however, intended, as it a: pears to 
your petitioner, that though the Master should be the 
instrument of nomination, the Jurors should be taken in 
such a manner as to gét rid of the exercise of any discre- 
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tion on the part of the Master, and consequently to re- 
move from him both the temptation and the power to be 
partial or corrupt. There are various ways by which this 
object could be secured, as by a ballot (a plan adopted 
by the wisdom of your Honourable House in regard to 
your Election Committees} or by some rule of chance on 
the principle of the ballot. Your petitioner strenuously 
urged the Master to adopt some plan of this description ; 
hut though that Officer admitted that he had done so on 
former occasions, and that his present mode enabled him, 
were he so disposed, to select unfairly, he persisted in 
the arbitrary way stated, of choosing 48 names. Your 
petitioner protested against the proceeding as calculated 
to afford scope to the greatest partiality and corruption— 
as manifestly counteractin g the intention of the law—and 
as inevitably exciting the strongest suspicion in the mind 
of the subject without producing a single countervailing 
advantage to the administration of justice. But your pe- 
titioner’s protest having proved ineffectual with the Mas- 
ter, and your petitioner having observed that the Court 
of King’s Bench refused lately even to hear a complaint 
against this mode of selection, he has no resource but to 
appeal to your Hon. House. 

Your petitioner also begs leave to assure your Honou- 
rable House, that he conscientiously belteves, from the 
peculiar description of the persons nominated in four 
Crown cases in which he was concerned as defendant, that 
he has suffered grevious wrong and injury hy the abuse of 
the power to select Juries, which this practice puts into 
the hands of the Master. 

Your petitioner therefore prays your Honourable House 
to institute an immediate inquiry into the practice he 
complains of, and to adopt some remedy for an evil 
which whether considered as offering temptation and 
affording scope for the grossest corruption, or as ex- 
citing a violent suspicion of the administration of 
justice in the minds of his Majesty’s subjects, is one 
of deep and pressing importance both to the Govern- 
ment and the People. 

And your petitioner will ever pray, &c: 

May 26, 1828. JOHN HUNT. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain and 


[reland, in Parliament assembled :—The humble Peti- 
tion of J. W. Trust, of 126, Newgate-street, in the City 
of London, bookseller—SHEWETH, 
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That your petitioner having been subjected to a prose- 
cution, Ex-officio, by the Attorney-General, for having 
published what that Law Officer of the Crown has thought 
proper to considera blasphemous libel ; your petitioner 
inthe ordinary course of such process, ‘went before the 
Master of the Crown Office, for the purpose of being pre- 
sent at the nomination of the Special Jury, prayed for on 
the part of the Crown. 

That on such nomination, your Petitioner found that the 
Master of the Crown Office (who besides holding that 
office, which he calls his freehold, is also tenant at will of 
another appointment in the gift of the Ministry) refused 
to nominate the Jury in an evidently fair and impartial 
manner, by taking the names without individual prefe- 
rence, by some indifferent mode; and, on the contrary 
did carefully pick or pack such names only as he thought 
proper, taking a name from one page, and a name from 
another, just as he happened to light upon such names as 
it pleased him to prefer; thus exercising a power which 
enables such an oflicer to pack any Jury Yaceording to his 
liking, or the direction of his employers ; and also ‘enables 
the Ministers of the Crown to destroy by the forms of law, 
men whom they may have conceived were enemies to them- 
selves, whenever circumstances may in their eyes-seem to 
require such a sacrifice. 

That against the exercise of such a dangerous power, 
neither conferred nor recognized by any known law, and 
in direct opposition to the “fair inference, if not the abso- 
lute letter of the Act regulating the formation of Special 
Juries, your Petitioner attempted to address the Court of 
King’s Bench; but that tribunal, as your Petitioner be- 
lieves, arbitrarily, unjustly, illegally, refused to hear him 
on the pretence that the practice had continued for many 
years ; although he was perfectly prepared to shew that 
it was 2 novel ‘contrivance to supply the want of a packed 
Jury list, and which had not been in practice more than 
five years. 

That your Petitioner is informed, and is prepared with 
creditable testimony to support the information at the bar 
of your Honourable House, that in the year 1817, on the 
nomination of the Special Jury in the case of the King 
versus Wooler, a packed and illegal list was found in the 
hands of the Master of the Crown Office : which illegal. 
list contained the names of a few traders in the art and 
mystery of Special Juryship; not amounting in the whole 
to more than two hundred individuals : but of which about 
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one fourth of that number were the principal practisers ; 
and some of them were annually clearing some hundreds 
by such illegal traffic in one of the most sacred institu- 
tions of the country. 

That the Master of the Crown Office, with such packed, 
imperfect, and mutilated Hst in his hands, was then ac- 
customed to nominate the Jurors in an evidently impartial 
manner, inserting his pen at random amongst the closed 
leaves, and taking the name on which the pen so rested.— 
Your Petitioner need not remark that this seeming impar- 
uality did not benefit defendants, because the Master could 
not choose wrong ; but this circumstance goes to show the 
original construction of the direction to nominate ; and in 
this mode there is now an affidavit of the Master of the 
Crown Office, that he was accustomed to nominate from 
the period of his entrance into office, until the period al- 
juded to, when the packed and illegal list was forcibly 
struck out of his hands. That thus the Master, as if to 
supply the loss of bis old list, began to pick and pack out 
of the new and more enlarged list, seemingly to look for 
the names of his old servants. In this unfair and illegal 
method has he been accustomed to pack Juries ever since 
that period :—and in this conduct has he been supported by 
the Court of King’s Bench, which continually declares, 
when applications are made against the Master, that he 
pursues a method of many years standing; which decla- 
ration your Petitioner offers to prove at the bar of your 
Honourable House, isas directly opposed to the truth, 
and the facts of the case, as the method is contrary tolaw, 
and subversive of the clearest principles of justice. 

That your Petitioner ventures to'suggest, no legislature 
could ever intend to put such power into the hands of any 
man, as that which is claimed by the Master of the Crown 
Office ; and that although faction has contrived to throw 
such power into such hands, the Legislature will not to- 
lerate a practice which sets the intention and spirit of the 
law at defiance. A proof of the mischief to which such 
power may lead, is afforded by the recent events in Ireland, 
where a power of packing Juries, the usurpation of which 
was winked at while used only in favour of the Ministers 
ef Crown, is loudly condemned, since the faction posses- 
sing thepower have ventured to use it against the interest 
of those who ought never to have allowed it to exist. 

Your Petitioner therefore humbly requests, that your 

Honourable House will take into its early and serious 
consideration the monstrous abuses which prevail in 
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the packing of Special Juries ; abuses not less atro- 
cious in their nature, though hitherto they have been 
less sanguinary in their results, than those of which 
Sydney and Russell were murdered by the forms, in 
defiance of the spirit of the law:—and by which 
abuses any Minister may, at any time, ruin all those 
who have courage and honesty to.exercise the inalie- 
nable right of freemen to express their opinions on 
the nature of the ministerial measures, or on the sys- 
tem, of Government under which they live. And 
your, Petitioner further prays, tuat an inquiry may be 
instituted into the conduct of the Court of King’s 
Bench, in declaring that to be law, which is evident- 
ly injustice, contrary to the acknowledged maxim of 
the Constitution, that whatever statutes are contrary 
to the liberties of the subjet, are not laws but corrup- 
tions and ought to be holden for nought. 
And your Petitioner shall ever pray, &c. 


J. W. TRUST. 


Uctters of the Black Dinar. 








From a Dwarf at Leicester, on several odd matters. 





Mr. Dwarr,—There is an old proverb, that when knaves 
quarrel, honest: men are likely to get theirown. Do you 
think this is:at all likely to be the case, in the quarrel be- 
tween the Orange Men and some ofa notorious assembly, | 
need not say where. By the bye, Sir, it is lucky that the 
six acts do not extend to Ireland, or I think Sir Abraham 
Bradley King might be fairly indicted for “ bringing the 
honourable house info contempt,’’ an offence made highly 
penal on the part of the radicals; and very unnecessarily 
so, as it regarded them; for many of them would as 
soon think of painting a blackamoor blacker, as to. aini 
at bringing the house into contempt. But Sir Abraham 
has not only attempted it, but actually done it ; for he has 
sunk it lower than any body imagined it was possible to 
sink it; and with the feather of conquest in his cap, -he, has 
set off to. Ireland to boast that he has: laid the prostrate 
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honours of the Commons of England at the feet of the 
Orange Lodges of Ireland. This must be a bitter pill to 
the “* honourable house :’’-—but Sir Abraham was not con- 
teat with this;—and.to make him amends.for having ven- 
tured to ask him so many impertinent questions, a Mister 
H. Dawson is represented as getting up to vouch for 
Bradley’s respectabelity! In point of propriety, this Mister 
Dawson should have got some couple of housekeepers to 
give himself a character, before he ventured to offer his 
testimony in favour of his friend Bradley King. For my 
part, £ know nothing of Mr. H. Dawson, but that he és a 
member of parliament; and there are many members of 
parliament besides him, to whom I would not afford one 
half-penny worth oferedit.. I amindeed willing to admit, 
if Mr. H, Dawson requires it, that, Abraham Bradley 
King ts as respectable as himself. Ihave no earthly ob- 
jection to that ;—and if courage be a necessary ingredient 
in respectability, he is more so than any of the members of 
the ministerial party. But here IL stop, and dispute all 
the rest of his respectability ; though Ll am to take it for 
granted that Mr. H. Dawson thinks him respectable, and 
that Mr. Dawson would not scruple to do, whatever 
Abraham Bradley King has done! May I then conelude 
that Mr. H. Dawson would cheat the government by ex- 
horbitant prices, if he were patent stationer, as Abraham 
Bradley King has ‘one? Of course, this part of his re- 


spectability must be taken with all the rest; and.as Mr, 


Dawson thinks. so very lightly of plundering the publie, 
it may be hoped that care will be taken, lest he. should 
get his paws into the public purse, like his respectable 
friend, Abraham Bradiey King! Leaving this respectable 
pair to walk hand in hand throug» life, and to go down 
to posterity together, in the annals of Orange Lodges, 
aud parliamentary inquiries, 1 must)call the attention 
of his Majesty’s Attorney-General, to the seditrous en- 
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deavours of the Pitt Club of Leicester. Five of the six 
acts are yet in force in England ; and I charge these 
loyal simpletons, ‘ that indirectly, and directly too,” they 
have conspired to bring the House of Commons into 
contempt. What think you, brother Dwarf, (for ama 
little one), of the sagacity of these “loyal upholders 
of all our venerable institutions,’ when I tell you, 
that they proposed in full bumpers “ the abolition of 
the respect due to the House of Commons.” These 
are not the words they used; but to this effect the 
bumpers were swallowed, and to this end the loyal! 
souls were drenched amid thunders of applause !— 
To be sure, there had been a score of toasts swallowed 
efore, and as loyal men drink deeper potations than Radi- 
cals, (though at the expence of thelatter) the company 
might be soundly drunk before the last was given. This, 
however, forms no excuse. The wit may be out, when 
the wine is 2n; thatis, if there be any wit for the wine to 
drive out, which is not the case with many loyal parties in 
Leicester ; but yet native disposition remains at the bottom. 
Hence the adage that “ drunken men and fools speak the 
truth.” And when men are both drunk and foolish, the 
devil’s init, if they do not speak their minds! 

The toast was “Sir Abraham Bradley King, and the 
Orange Institutions oflreland!!!” They had before given 
the ‘ Protestant Ascendancy ;”’ but that was while they 
were sober, and had not drank enough to “ screw their 
courage to the sticking place.” They did not mean the 
“ Protestant Ascendancy,” nor any thing like it. What 
care they for protestant ascendancy ? There was not one 
of the company who could define what protestant ascen-— 
dancy meant ; any better than a party of Irish Orangemen, 
who, having got an unfortunate Catholic on the ground, 
were beating him with most unmerciful loyalty ; and, on 
being reproached with their cowardice and inhumanity, 
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replied, they were only, as in duty bound, maintaining 
the protestant ascendancy, according to their oaths. The 
artful rogues gave two other toasts to disguise their real 
seutiments: namely, “‘ His Majesty’s Ministers,’’ who are 
now actually trying to put down the Orangemen, ‘only 
they find it beyond their strength ;—and, “ May the prin- 
ciples of Mr.Pitt ever animate the councils of Great Britain.”’ 
I know our Pitt Club men are sad gudgeons as fishes, sad 
boobies as birds, and sad badgers as beasts ; but they are 
not such asses as to be ignorant that Mr. Pitt was 
the friend of Catholic emancipation, and that “ his coun- 
cils’’ would have annihilated the Orange lodges. No, no, 
this was all tricking, Brother,—all sham, to disguise their 
ultimate seditious intention to praise Sir Abraham Bradley 
Kingz for beating the House of Commons into the civility 
of a well-bred spaniel, and to fix the crime upon them 
of deliberate conspiracy to degrade the House of Com- 
mons. After Mr. Burbridge had given the toast, Mr. Ches- 
lyn proposed as an addition that “ the secretary (who it 
is said had kept sober, for the purpose of receiving the 
instructions) be directed to communicate especially the 
thanks of the club to Sir Abraham Bradley: King, Bart. 
for his intrepid conduct in defence of Protestant Ascendan- 
cy! !!’’—that is, for his bamboozling and mocking the 
Commons of England. I{t was of the wiseacres of Coven- 
try that tradition makes Queen Elizabelh exclaim, “‘ Good 
Lord! what fools ye be!” But Leicester certainly has 
the preference in the present age. 

The best of the joke, however, is, that the house is 
composed almost exactly of the same materials, as tlie 
house that passed the six acts, and which our Leicester 
loyalists praised so loudly. And now to think that the 
Leicester Pitt Club should attempt to put out their old 
friend with an orange-exrtinguisher ! Lord! Lord! What 

a wicked world it is! And whata foolish one, into the 
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bargain, when Mr. Burbridge, and Mr. .Ckeslyn, can play 
thése tricks in their cups. I dare say, however; that they 
too think Sir Abraham Bradley King a very tepec- 
table man and only regret they have not the oppor- 
tunity of dealing so profitably in foolscap, andicalf-skin ! 
Adieu, my friend, | have but just room. to say, that our 
‘stupid club” amounts to 35 rank and filé, fit for ser- 
vice—at a dinner table, and capable of storming a bottle 
of wine. We had three times that number; but the 
casualties have been very great; and the killed, wound- 
é@, and disabled, are very numerous; and as young 
simpletons do not thriveas fast as they used to do, we 
have very few reeruits. If you could help the “ club’ 
to a few thick-sculed, jolterheaded-fellows of the real 
old school of “ life-and-lest-guinea men,” it would bea 


great charity. wale: 
I remain, thine truly, 


A LITTLE LEICESTERSHIRE DWARF. 
2 = 2 —— , in a bssy 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We are requested to state that the’ extraordinary work, entitled 
“« Tue Pourtrcan DoctRINne oF our Lorp anv SAyrour Jesus 
“« Crist,’ is now published, and may be had of all the Venders 
of the Brack Dwarr. and other Booksellers, in town and country. 

Mr. W..G., Lewis acknowledges the receipt of -16s..9d. from a 
few friends at Shipley, Windmill, and Idle, through the hands of 
Mr. Marin, of Leeds. 

We have inquired after the subscription of two pounds, for Mr. 
Watson, and Mr. Waddington from the Southowram, Patriotic 
Union Fund, and we find they were duly forwarded to the parties. 

We! shalk probably trouble Lord Archibald Hamilton, with a 
friendly letter on his confessions with regard to the representation 
of Scotland in our next. 
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SPANISH AFFAIRS. 
































LATEST INTELLIGENCE—SPEECHES OF SIR R. WILSON 
—COMMENTS ON THE APATHY OF ENGLAND, &e. 


To say that Spain has a fair chance of her redemption, 
is to. suppress half of our conviction, that Spain will not 
only redeem but avenge herself. The great object of the 
French isto treat. ‘They are aware they have advanced 
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into a most precarious dilemma, in which “ fear to stay, 
and shame to fly,” are evidently the most conspicuous fea- 
tures. Last week, the French papers brought us a dis- 
patch from General Donnadieu, giving an ‘accotint of an 
engagement between the French under his command, and 
the Spaniards, commanded by Roten and. the Political 
Chief of Catalonia, near Casteltersol. From his owu 
account the Frenchman had none of the best of it; nor 
does he come to any conclusion of the affair; he says the 
Spaniards “ kept up well supported battahon fires’ 
for four hours, while his mien had to clamber up ground 
without discharging a musquet, and exposed to a cross 
fire. ‘The God of St. Louis must certainly have taken 
vrood care of the French, if General Donnadieu, after all 
this tells the truth, when he says, he had only fifty 
wounded, and a few killed. But he adds, afterwards 
with more apparent truth, that he does not know “ how 
many’’ were killed. It is said, the French Mimstry sup- 
pressed a part of his letter, in which he stated, that the 
firing continued: and making allowances for French ex- 
ageeration, it was an even chance that they were soundly 
beaten 

A letter from San Sebastian reacked town, stating 
that a detachment of 160 men of the garrison, sent 
out to reconnoitre, had got engaged with a division 
of 1500 of the royal guard. A_ batialion was sent 
from the garrison to its assistance, and a warm actton 
ensued: in which the Spanish troops fought gallantly, 
and succeeded in saving the detachm nt, with the loss of 
2 officers killed, and 3 wounded: and 18 privates killed 
and wounded. ‘The French loss could not be ascertained, 
but must have been considerable. ‘fo ensure a supply of 
provisions, &c. St. Sebastian has been declared a tree port. 

The current report on Tuesday, was that Abisba!, the 
Spanish Commandant at Madrid. had become a traitor.— 
An address to him from Count Montigo, inviting him to 
forfeit his honour; and a reply from Abisbal, from whic! 
it might be concluded he would not require much persus 
sion to play the villain, ‘had reached town. They are 
dated the 11th and 15th of May; but on the 16th Abisbal 
published a proclamation, in which he calls the French 
“ theenemy.”’? Of his treason, ov at least his disposition to 
become a traitor, we fear there is but little doubt ; though 
itis not known what has become of him. Reports say 
that not being able to seduce his troops, he was seized by 
them, and is now in their custody. To the French hes 





Pe: 


aw RE PEE ei od ~2 as = r “ we =e - bs 4 : at 
* nf pa » YF ta. Sar eee en ee th, C otat > 


“i = 








Si-4 THE BLACK DWARE. 


worthless alone,and would not be treated with except his 
troops were in his interest. San Miguel, the Spanish Minis- 
ter, has published a note, April 24, by which it appears that 
Sir W.A’Court, our precious minister in Spam actually pro- 
posed that Spain should accede to the demands of France, 
and consent to receive “ a constitution given by the King, 
‘ from whom it should proceed as its true source ;” and 
that the King should appoint “ a Council of State,’ which 
should “ participate in the legislative authority.” In 
other words that an absolute King should be restored, and 
a house of lords created ; but Ferdinand is an animal who 
must either be chained, or he will do mischief. There is 
no trusting him with any power; a council nominated by 
him would be aclub of tyrannical agents to execute his 
bad purposes :—and for England to make such a request 


was to range herself on the side, and adopt the principles 
of the Holy Alliance. If there were any thing baser, than 
to have made such a proposition, it will be found in the 
manner in which it was made. The English Minister would 
not make it in writing ; but gave it verbally, that no legal 
evidence of his audacity and meanness might remain on 
record. Mr. Canning has his full share of the baseness of 
this transaction to bear. It is indeed divided between three 
of them—the Duke of Wellington, Mr. Canning, and 
Sir W. A’Court : 2nd the Spanish Cortes has the merit of 
having scorned the united advice of these three trucklers 
to the Holy Alliance. 


The French entered Madrid on the 23d ultimo, with- 
out any opposition ; and Prince Hilt, who takes espe- 
cial care of himself, and sends others forward to see the 
Way is clear, arrived on the 24th in time for breakfast.— 
But though the French met with no resistance, the traitor 
Bessieres who attempted to occupy Madrid with a band of 
the ‘ Faith,’ before the arrival of the French, was met and 
repulsed by the militia of that city. The French make 
light of the matter; and having got to the first stage on 
their intended journey, seem quite delighted. Their 
hosts, however, we trust will find them plenty of em- 
ployment, and we care not how little accommodation.— 
The constitutional troops retired from Madrid in good order, 
towards La Mancha, under the command of General Zezas. 
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Sir Robert Wilson has reached Vigo, and enlisted asa 
private grenadier in the disposable militia of that place, 
on the 4th ult. On the occasion, he delivered the fol- 
lowing address: 


‘“* Citizens, Fam not in the habit of speaking the Spanish language, 
but it is neeessary that I should make the attempt on this occasion, to 
express my sentiments in the best manner I am able. 

‘‘ Tam persuaded that you will regard the expressions of my heart 
rather than well-chosen words, which come merely from the lips. 

‘* The moment is come in which [ am to take the oath to the consti- 
tutional King of Spain, to his Government, and to the Spanish nation, 
during the war which it has to maintain against the French Govern- 
ment—not against the French nation—in defence of its independenee, 
and of the rights of all freemen. For this I have left my country, 
and what js most dear to me, and suspended my duties as a member of 
the British Parliament. Yes, my companions, we have come to com- 
bat at your side, and to shed our blood, if necessary, in defence of a 
common and so noble acause. Let us hope that our example will 
have some influence on the erring children, unworthy of belonging to 
Spin, who are waging a sacrilegious war against their mother coun- 
try, to impose on her the most disgraceful chains by the slaves of slaves. 
All the English participate your hopes and sentiments. 

‘This will not be the first time of my combatting on the side of 
the brave Spaniards. In the last war of independence I had on various 
occasions many thousands of them under my’ command, and in tho 
field of Mars I learnt to appreciate the rare andillustrious qualities of 
this inyincible nation. In the war pretended to be in favour of the in- 
dependence of Europe, I gained the insignia which I wear, and which 
are not due to the favour of the Allied Sovereigns, nor a reward 
for servile aetions. 1 and many others have been deceived by them, 
since, instead of being the liberators and protectors of European in- 
dependence, they have become unjust and despotic sovereigns. 1 
have placed my insignia over the uniform of a Spanish soldier of li- 
berty, to show that it is not I who have abandoned my principles, but 
that it is they who have violated the obligations contracted with their 
subjects, with their allies, and with the whole civilized world. 

‘* Now, ‘in the sacred name of my couniry, in the presence of God, 
and before these banners of liberty, [I request his Excellency to re- 
ecive from me aud my companions the oath to defend them.”’ 


No. 23. Vol. X 
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He was afterwards entertained by a large pariy at 
dinner, and on leaving Vigo for Corunna, a guard of 
honovr attended them the whole way. At. Rondella, all 
the civil authorities, with the militia, came out to meet 
them... At Pontvedesa, they were received in the same 
manner; besides which, they were met by young ladies 
ina triumphal ear, who placed a crown of laurel on Sir 
tobert’s head, and conducted him iato town amidst the 
rejoicings of the people, discharges of artillery, &e. 

On the 12th ult. Sir Robert arrived at Corunna, and 
delivered the following address, in the Field of Mars, in 
frout of the national troops, and. of the army composing 
ihe garrison. 

‘* Spaniards! Soldiers of Artillery, of the National 
Militia, of Volunteers, of Burgos, of Ferrol, of Arragon, 
and Santiago! After all the distinguished honours, alter 
all the friendly, the fraternal congratulations which I have 
reccived in every place, and more recently in this town, 
it appears but just that you should learn my sentiments, 
opinions, and views, through the medium of my own 
voice, inorder that you may be able to judge and know 
if fam a worthy son of my adopted country, and if I am 
a worthy defender of Spanish liberty. You expect no elo- 
quence, gentlemen; but my genuine sentiments, which 
are those of the British nation whose representative Lam 
(cuyo representante soy), render it unnecessary for me to 
employ eloquent language. The English people are firmly 
united in favour of Spanishindependence. ‘The Ministers 
themselves have in Parliament proclaimed the justice of 
the Spanish cause—have extolled the heroic virtues oi 
Spain, and her extraordinary moderation, which, alike 


elorious and beneficial, has marked the whole progress of 


her revolution ; they have manifested their indignation at 


the allianee, termed by them ‘ holy,’ but which we al- 
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ways call and designate by the appellation of the sacrile- 
vious, which has commenced war against this nation to 
destroy its liberty, which has excited and fomented civil 
war, the most cruel and destructive of all warfares, with 
the view of opening the way to its Janissaries and its exe- 
cutioners, and to procure them a footing in this generous 
soil—a project which unfortunately has met with some 
success, since we have scen some Spaniards place them- 
selves at the head of the invaders, in order to destroy with 
paricidal hands the constitutional system, and make this 
independent kingdom a tributary province of France, as 
well as the constitutional king, who as such is really great, 
only a mere prefect of the Allied Sovereigns. Yes! some 
misguided and infatuated Spaniards do not discern that the 
allied tyrants are desirous only to prevent the prosperity 
of Constitutional Spain, and her progress in mental im- 
provement. 

‘ Providence has placed Spain in the most favourable 
geographical position in the world for commerce and al! 
its advantages, and has blessed her with a most salubrious 
and delicious climate. Why, then, do we behold so much 
uncultivated land, so many indigent people, so many per- 
sons emigrating to seek a subsistence by means of the 
most arduous labour’ Why do we see the most magnifi- 
cent harbours of Europe without ships? Why does uot 
the Spanish flag wave on allseas¢ An English Admiral, 
one of the most valiant and gallant seamen who served 
under Nelson in the war against Spain (then a despotic 
country), Lord Cochrane, has repeatedly told me that there 
are not in the world more brave and expert mariners than 
the Spanish. But nature, industry, and brillant qualifi- 
cations, have not been sufficient to defend the rights, or 
ensure the honour and territory of Spain, because, up to 
this moment, general interests have never coustituted the 
stound-work of her political system 
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{am speaking in the presence of many. that have been 
in England, and have seen a very rude climate and a soil 
less fertile than that of Spain for the purpose of commerce, 
but they have seen a country more captivating and more 
happy, beeause liberty is established. there; and we never 
sleep at.ouwr posts, disputing with eacn other not only the 
preservation of. the freedom we enjoy, but also the aug- 
mentation of it, in proportion to the progressive improve- 
ment ef the British people. 

‘‘ Spaniards and soldiers,—Victory is certain. ‘The per- 
severance and valour inherent in. the Spanish character en- 
sure it. Besides, the cause is also supported by a Cortes 
really the. representatives of the nation ; by officers the 
most distinguished for their talents, such as Mina, Ballas- 
teros, Morillo, Abisbal, and Quiroga? by the most eni- 
nent patriots ; and, above all, by the remembrance of the 
martyrs who have sacrificed their lives to preserve the tri- 
umph of that cause. Spain possesses more strength than 
she needs ; she wants only the organization and dicipline 
of her raw troops ; the supplies which the freemenof En- 
gland will place at her disposal will be more than sufficient 
to defray the expenses of the war. There are many such 
free men not only in England, but all over Europe, who 
long to participate in the glory of this straggle, and are 
most solicitous to join the valorous Spaniards, with the 
view to clear their soil of the ignominious persecution of 
its invaders, who, in waging this war, are at the same 
time fighting against their own country. 

‘“ T have this morning read, for the first time, the mani- 
festo of the King of Spain, who, speaking like the Con- 
stitutional King of this gallant nation, says—° Spanjards ! 
to arms, the voice of honour calls, national glory demands 
it, and your safety makes it necessary: to arms, for the 
dignity of my.crown: to arms for the independenee of all.’ 
Let us then exclaim, in honour of the Constitutional King 
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and of the independent nation—The King for ever! The 
Nation for ever !”’ 

it is to be regretted that Sir Robert Wilson was not the 
bearer of the DECLARATION of the freemen of Eng- 
land against the infamous conduct of the Holy Ales. 
Had the feeling in favour of Spain been as ardent, as it is 
general, this would have been the case. Meetings would 
have been everywhere held; subscriptions would have 
been generally entered into; and, instead of Sir Robert 
seeking the shores of Spain, almost a solitary volunteer, 
he would have sailed there in a trim bark, amply stored 
with all the means of warfare, as the present of the libe- 
tals of England to the Revolutionists of Spain. Unhap- 
pily, there is a revulsion of feeling in England. In des- 
pair of our own liberties, we have lost all the energy of 
the national character of old. We wish well to Spain, as 
we wish well to ourselves ; but we have not the courage, 
nor the honesty, to serve either, as we ought to do. The 
Spaniards, however, do not despair of themselves. They 
are not disposed to wear the chains of France, as we wear 
the chains of the borough-mongers. They have thrown 
down the gauntlet to usurpation, though we dare not; 
and they will gain the goal of liberty, while we are con- 
tent to stand gazing at it, at an almost immeasurable 
distance. 

Sir Robert Wilson, who has a suffictent venture on the 
issue, to induce him to look round with a cautious and an 
inquiring eye, has the strongest hopes that the physical 
force of France will not prevail over the moral resistance 
of Spain. The following extracts from a letter received 
by one of his constituents, will encourage the timid well- 
wishers of the Spanish cause, and stimulate its bolder 


friends to all the exertions that may tend to shorten the 
contest. 
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‘ Thave been received here with an affectionate expres- 
sion of feeling, which surpasses all my powers of descrip- 
tion. I could give an account of the honours that have 
been paid me, which were all, indecd, of royal mounting ; 
but who can impart the look—the tone—the heart-linking 
grasp of welcoming friends? My arrival vas a day of 
pride to me, as an Englishman, and the more so, because | 
was conscious that I really and truly did represent my brave 
and generous countrymen in the motives which determined 
my proffer of all I could devote to the glorious and sacred 
cause in defence of which Spain forms the van-guard— 
namely, zealous and faithful service to the hour of death 
or victory. To-morrow I enter the ranks as a private gre- 
nadier of the Vigo battalion of disposable militia. It will 
be forthe Government of Spain afterwards to determine 
my service. I and my companions insist, in the first in- 
stance, on conforming to the lawsin existence. Those 
companions are, Lieutenant Colonel Light, late of the 
British staff in the Peninsula, a most distinguished officer, 
and excellent gentleman ; anda grandson of Lord Erskine, 
who came out as a volunteer, to share nry fortunes, and 
who I am certain, will do honour to his name. 

“ T have told you of the enthusiasm of this nohle peo- 
ple—I must, in justice to them, add that their exertions 
and sacrifices are correspondent with their language and 
exaltation of sentiment: a more honest love of country, 
and resolution to defend it, never existed. All property, 
useful to the public service, is given up with cheerfulness ; 
and there is not a man who is not enrolled in some corps. 
One thousand recruits are already gone to the army from 
this little town alone, and those now training are of the 
best description for military service. Every one seems 
not only resigned, but animated with desire to serve. | 


never saw any recroits,even volunteers, with such smiling 














raE BLACK DWARF. Sil 


countenauces when the Yeevs are giving. There ts, how- 
ever, a great want of arms and armament here, and in the 
whole province. Will England permit this event to pa- 
ralyze such good disposition, and compromise the safety 
of provinces, the defence of which ensures victory! | 
will not believe it. What Englishman will not give one 
day’s labour of the year gratis to their brother freemen o! 
Spain, to fight England’s as well as her own battles ‘ 
The sum so raised would be most valuable—not only o: 
account of the magnitude of the sum, but the proof ot 
national sympathy. With such aid, Spain will defy and 
nock to scorn, not-only the Bourbon. but the whole con- 
tederate band of despots. Let Englishmen think of the 
glory—the joy—the inexpressible benelits of sach a day 
of triumph. Happy those, who may say. 1 was one who 
contributed to the holy consummation of an impious lea- 
cors shame and overthrow. 

‘“ Happen what may, be assured that I shall never forget 
what | owe to the character of those I was representiiig 
more ummediately when i disembarked on the Spanish 
soil; and that nothing can occur, of a public nature, to 
gzive me pleasure, Whick pleasure will not be augmented 
by the thought of the satisfaction it will diffuse 
through that country whose interests aud honour J shall 
always feel it to be my duty to maintain, in unison with 
the new duties lL am contracting, for the defence of a com 
mon inseparable cause. 

‘ Remember nic to all kind friends, and with best regard 
to Mrs. W. believe me always Yours, R. WILSON. 

“ Vigo, May 3, i825. 


None have lamented more than ourselves. the Inky 


Warmness which has bean displaved in the metropolis, on 
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hazard the eternal slavery of England. We endea- 
voured by every means in our power to stimulate the 
parties who could most essentially serve the cause. A sup- 
ply of words was not ail that was requisite, or meetings 
might have been had in abundance. Something more 
substantial was requisite; and this could only be obtained 
by inducing those to come forward who were likely: to 
open their purse-strings and influence others to do the 
same. But the rich are not very accessible to political 
feelings. Being pressed by no want, they can scarcely 
appreciate the necessity of promptitude in such measures. 
Hence a delay has arisen, which has excited apprehension 
among many, and impatience among others. The post- 
ponement of the public meeting, fixed for Monday last, by 
the Committee, afforded Mr. Hunt an opportunity of dis- 
playing his personal zeal, by calling a meeting, which 
from the shortness of the notice, was not calculated to 
produce any important attendance. The result was the 
appointment of a deputation, to ascertain when the 
Committee meant to convene the meeting; and a sub- 
scription was entered into, to present a sword to Sir 
Robert Wilson! This was either unnececessary or pre- 
mature. He has with him the sword he must wear; and 
it will be time enough, to present him with one for 
ornament, when he returns. We are now led to under- 
stand, that Monday next, is positively fixed, for the Ge- 
neral Metropolitan Meeting. If it is not then held, we 
shall be indeed disappointed. 
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ADDRESS OF A GREENOCK PATRIOT, 
TO THE 
Ri Fc RMERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


——— 


Countrymen and friends,—The object of my address- 


ing you at present, is to bring under your consideration, 
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ihe propriety of still petitioning the House of Commons, 
for a Reform in Parliament.—On the necessity of such a 
reform, I havé not the least doubt but that you, as well 
as all good men in the kingdom, have made up your 
minds in the affirmative ; and that, ‘too, after a calm and 
delibetate consideration of the best interests of the state. 
On the advantages likely to be derived from petitioning, 
there may be differences of opinions ; and experience does 
not teach us to expect much—yet the form should be gone 
through. Before proceeding further, I cannot refrain 
from congratulating you, in the most hearty manner, 
upon the extensive diffusion of liberal sentiment, which 
pervades every rank of society, and which has already 
began to work miracles in favour of reform. You cannot 
have forgot, that, only a few years ago, if honest men 
had ventured to meet on such business as is now before 
us, they would have done so in the apprehension of 
bitter persecution, although actuated by the purest mo- 
tives of patriotism; they would have had no security 
against violent and unlawful investigations, and imprison- 
ments ;—for which, the only assignable reasons were a 
warrant, and a bayonet. These times aré gone, and I 
hope for ever—these despotic acts turned the eyes of the 
world in scorn upon the actors. Liberal sentiments were 
called into active operation against them; and now, 
thanks be to God, I hope, and believe, that there is not 
a sheriff in the whole kingdom, who would not blush, 
nay, refuse to execute a warrant to apprehend the poorest 
reformer, for his attachment to the cause of reform! 
Then, the fear with reformers was least they should 
yo too far in their prayer, for a strong tide of railery and 
terrific denunciations was pouring against them— 
rebellion, and revolution, were issuing from the mouths 
of their opponents, With truly astonishing effects: thou- 
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sands were only beginning the study of polities, to whom 
these epithets were new; and they seldom failed to 
ereate strong suspicions of the intentions of reformers ; 
frequent use has now rendered them familiar sounds: all 
men venture to use them, to investigate their etymology, 
and their imagined demon-like import disappears, and 
they are now becoming the objects of universal desire. 
The reason of this is easily to be seen.—Men have learnt 
the propriety of distinguishing between rebellion against 
the state, and rebellion against a faction; and none but a 
fool or a blockhead will accuse reformers of rebellion but 
in the latter sense. Such an imputation is no crime, but 
a virtue; and, as for revolution, why ’tis a tame term: 
ail human institutions are one uninterrupted revolution 
and nature herself is one endless chain of revoliitions. 
Now, the feelings which move within us; (for 1 am 
proud to rank as a reformer), are least we should fall 
behind in time, and in exertion, when the whole mass ot 
England is pressing towards our long-looked-for, long- 
hoped-for state, of national and individual exaltation :— 
and what a disgrace shall it be, if we lag behind, without 


employing such powers as it hath pleascd God to bestow 


upen us, for carrying into effect that system of liberty. 


which we are not a little proud to contemplate as a 


structure, partly raised by our personal suffering, and the 


co-operation of our apprentice hands; for, in this town 


the work was begun, when to utter the word reform 


would suffuse the cheek, notwithstanding the niost se- 


rious conviction of our integrity in the face of heaven. 


I may say, it is scarcely seven years since politica! i: 


vestigation became the study and the business of the 


multitude; and where in the record of time can there be 


found such a rapid diifusion of knowlecze, and such a 


complete revolution of opinion © Waik tnto anv publi 
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haunt—politics are the conversatian, and liberality the 
predominant sentiment. W bat are the prints most greedily 
perused ?—The most liberal ones.—Even politics are now 
compatible with the conversation o/ pious and devout 
men. What can stand aguinst such a state of the publ.c 
mind !—Nothing, with the least semblance of injustice : 
Already our opponents a:e completely baffied in argument, 
and they have only one stay, one impregnable: strong 
hold—the vote. 

There is surely something ominous withal, in the 
gloom and inactivity which hangs over this quarter of the 
country: at a period too, when distress has entered into 
every man’s dwelling, in defiance of all care, prudence, 
and industry. Want is not now conlined to the poor:man’s 
cot, but appears in the most heart-rending forms in the 
families of those, who, but a few years ago, conceived 
themselves safe from its influence under ali hazards !— 
A listless apathy seems to prevail, unmanning the energy 
of men, and of families, of towns, and of a whole coun- 
try; though the cause of all our distress lays open to 
the plainest capacity: and every man of common sense, 
who has been attending to the proceedings of this govern- 
ment for a few years back, must have seen, that it has 
been busy in bringing about this state of things. On 
this there is now little, or no difference of opinion: but 
what availeth our knowledge, if it cannot be turned to 
our advantage, in the way of redressing our wrongs ?— 
We profess to know the cause, and even the means ol 
removing them, if only employed with energy. Every 
man has a certain influence, and that he should employ to 
the utmost. There is no time for tampering. ‘The cause 
of all mischief is eternally at work, while the voice ot 
the nation is only roused in occasional paroxysms, With 
long lapses between. It becomes the duty of every 


man to raisc his voiwe. i public and in private, t 
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advoeate the right, and necessity of having his country 
governed by the universal suffrage of the nation.—Let 
no consideration deter him from giving utterance to that 
conviction. The time isgone past, when such an avowal 
would have interfered with his private interest ; ‘and it is 
deeply to be regretted, if the dread of former vengeance 
still haunts the imagination of any, or retards them from 
coming forward with that spirit, with whieh all must 
come forward, before the desirable end can be consum- 
mated. It cannot be impressed too strongly, or too fre- 
quently, on the mind-of every man, that, now hemmed 
in by so many barriers, the hope and strength of each, 
and the whole, depends entirely on unity of sentiment ; 
which will gain force the »more freely, and the more 
‘daringly, it is avowed ;—he is a base slave, and a coward 
who can suppress or disguise his opinions, when the 
liberty of his country is at stake. It has been the policy 
of wicked rulers, to exterminate all those brave heroes, 
who have from time to time stepped forward, to vindicate 
the rights of the oppressed: or, who have laboured to 
mstruct, and form the public mind. Much-has_ been 
achieved by their exertions; though often purchased at 
the price of their blood ;—and we ought to look upon 
the blood of those murdered patriots, as a bond upon the 
inheritance of our existence, only to be redeemed by the 
establishment of our free and unfettered civil and _ reli- 
gious liberties. 

Never did there present itself, in the history of any 
country, such a favourable opportunity for rectifying the 
abuses of an old, and establishing the principles of a 
better government, than is at this moment afforded to 
us. Paradoxical as it may appear, our difficulties are our 
facilities. The people are prepared—they know what to 
say and to do—they have one single object in view—and 
fo that they only require to be led on. Why then not 
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every imdividual encourage his neighbour! Why not 
exclaim in the language of holy writ, “ Come ye, let us 
vo. too, and make bricks, one and all of us.”’ 

Though the. few have for a time usurped the reins of 
government, that can weigh nothing againstour-exertions, 
Vhe interest of the state. is superior to any of their pre- 
tensions ; and the petitions of millions is the voice of the 
peaple, declaring: what they conceive to be their interest. 
Let us not listen to that hardthood which, thickly covered 
with private interest and selfishness, presumes to obtrude 
\is dieta as superior to the concentrated wisdom of the 
people. [t could not endure for a day, were it not sup- 
ported by a deep set phalanx of guns and bayonets against 
a most enlightened and gallant people. Do the people 
of Britain require to be told, that they, the most virtuous 
and best instructed of the humana race, have scarcely more 
liberty than the natives of Japan, when. even such petty 
privileges as we are apt to pique ourselves updn, are held 
by as uncertain a tenure as our habeas corpus—a thing 
as certainly ours of jate years, as the breath of our prime 
Minister would permit it to be—a thing of wonderful 
convenience, for when needed it is not ours—if it be not 
as complete a symbol of the slave’s homage to his master, 
as is to be found in the history of despotie countries, 
then our petitioning ourselves, or our trustees, must be 
a glaring mark of our want of discrimination.* 

Who is it that can look calmly on, and see the indus- 
trious mechanic drudging in eternal labour, without the 
possibility of procuring for his toil more than the coarsest 
stuff wherewith to satisfy his hunger? Who is it who 





* IT had just begun a new sentence, ere I had recollected that the 
habeas corpus did not extend to Scotland. I declare my hair arched, 
the sweat broke upon my body, while the blood chilled in my veins, 
at the appalling remembrance of the unlimited and undefinable powers 
of the Lord Advocate of Scotland. This is a momentous subject, and 
would require to be touched by an abler hand; mine shakes at the 
very name. 
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can look on, and see the life and blood of all that is the 
real strength and actual value of the country, sink to the 
sad condition of an Irish community, without starting 
almost phrensied from the contemplation, and being ready 
to give utterance to sentiments which might be judged 
criminal ; or without wishing to rescue his countrymen 
from the misery and want that grind them to the earth ? 

‘these are topics upon which a man of feeling and phi- 
lanthropic disposition is scarcely safe to trust himself; for 
undoubtedly his natural tendency will be to consider the 
industrious mechanic of far more vital importance to the 
state, than the most eloquent orator who ever spoke in 
a national assembly ; and will be hurried on to espouse the 
cause of the multitude at every risk. Without the former 
ciass of men there can be no society. ‘Their interest and 
comforts are of the first importance ; and as for the latter, 
they and their fine speeches can be dispensed with.—All 
that is wanted is honest men. 

Circumstanced as are the politics of this nation, men 
are very apt to form incorrect notions of their duty as 
nembers of the body politic. In theory, it is true, we 
are taught to venerate the dicta of government, as the 
dicta of right and wrong; but, then, that theory pro- 
ceeds, or ought to proceed, upon the foundation that 
these dicta flow from the concentrated wisdom of the 
whole population.—In so far it 1s right ;—but when, by a 
long chain of events, the theory is subverted in practice, 
when a few usurp or monopolize the government, and 
their dicta bear resemblance to man-traps for the protec- 
tion of their own advantage, every man asa right to keep 
out of them himself, and to warn others by every means 
in his power. ‘Lhe measure of right aud wrong then rests 
between himself and his God. 

Such is the consummation of things in 1823 ; and as we 


have assumed to have gamed every thing but what is 
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witheld by the bare power of a vofe—then, as becomes 
the calm dignity of victorious conquerors, we ought 
now seriously to engage ourselves in the business of ob- 
taining a surrender of that impregnable redoubt which 
hangs over our country, plotting its ruin, and but for 
which we were the most favoured of the human race. 

Let then a form of petition be drawn up, sufficiently 
expressive of your wishes, and couched in such language 
RS becomes men posses sing such advancements to use, and 
the House of Commons to receive. You must consider, 
moreover, What is expected of men holding themselves 
forward in the important station of giving utterance to 
public opinion. Let your expressions be well studied, 
not only as regards the effect you would wish to produce 
in parliament, but also as relates to the effect you would 
wish to produce in a more extended sphere, by your de- 
claration of the spirit of the age. 

Much has been said of the imereasing prosperity of 
commeree and manufactures. If such statements be true, 


we have reason to reg 


melancholy exception. If it be not true, you owe it to 


rret. that the trade of this port isa 


the whole country, as an imperious duty, to refute it, with- 
out delay; for if not true, the prospects and doctrines 
founded thereon are pernicious in the extreme. 

The Reformers of Britain are at this moment in a po- 
sition awfully responsible; their own fate, and with it 
that of Europe, vibrates in the balance ; and all that is 
wanting is one great, one firm, one united moral effort on 
our part, to free the world from bondage. 

Even tlie civil and religious liberties we possess are 
oalling thorns in the flesh of those villainous ‘turks and 
tyrants, who are now marshalling their hordes of barba- 
rians for the establishment of universal despotism, and 
for the destruction of every remnait of freedom; but 


may God erant that those who advocate the natural 
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rights of man, and the thousands who feel those rights 
degraded and trampled upon, may see in its proper light 
the weight and importance of THEIR WILL; and may 
they be convinced that THAT employed in a manner 
which neither law, justice, nor reason, can. impeach—nor 
force prevent—shall make Britain free ;—and that FREE 
BRITAIN, thundering the omnipotence of its precepts 
and example through the agency of its press and its par- 
liamcnt, shall create a new era in the history of the 
world, superior in brilliancy, nor less beneficial in effect 
than the immortal blessings of our Christian religion. 

A GREENOCK PATRIOT. 


IRISH CATHOLIC AFFAIRS. 

















Notwithstanding the annual insult offered to six mil- 
lions anda haif of Trish Catkolics, and the mockery to 
which they are subjected in the temporary triumph of 
bigotry and intolerance, yet at no period within the last 
thirty years have they had such cause for gratulation as at 
present, The reader may smile at the inference, but. the 
proof is plain,n—the CATHOLICS GF IRELAND ARE UNI- 
TED! This is a glorious triumph.—The rank, the wealth, 
the character, the integrity, and the talent of Catholic 
Ireland, are all happily united in an indissoluble bond, 
determined ‘“ together to fall, or together be free.” At 
ihe late Agyregate Meeting, held in Dublin, the 
hereditary “ Son of Fingal’ resumed that chair, which 
should never have been vacated; and if there be but 
courage commensurate with the means of the Catholics, 
we fearlessly predict that a change of measures must 
ensue. The situation of the Irish Catholics reminds us 
of a parallel drawn by a powerful English writer in an 
“ Inquiry concerning political Justice.” 


“ Let us, says he, suppose that a majority of a nation, by how- 
ever slow a progress, are convinced of the desirableness, or which 
amounts to the same, practicability of freedom ; the supposition 
would be parallel- _if we were to imagine 10.000 men of sound 
intellect shut up in a mad house, and superintended by three or 
four keepers—hitherto they bave been persuaded, for what absur- 
dity has been too great for human intellect to entertain? that 
they were destitute of reason, and that the superintendance under 
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which they were placed was necessary tor their preservation— they 
have therefore submitted to whips, and straw, and bread and water, 
and perhaps imagined this, tyranny to be ablessing. But a sus- 
picion is at length by some means propagated among them, that all 
they have hitherto endured has been an impcsition—the suspicion 
spreads—they retlect—they reason—the idea is communicated from 
one to another through the chinks of their cells ; and at certain tames 
when the vigilance of their keepers has not precluded them from 
mutual society, it becomes the clear perception—the settled per- 
suasion of the majority of the persons confined. What will be the 
consequence of this opimon? Will any influence prevent them from 
embracing the obvious means of their happiness? Is there any 
human understanding that will not perceive a truth like this, when 
forcibly and repeatedly presented? Is there a mind that will not 
conceive an impatience of so horrible atyranny? In reality the 
chains fall off of themselves, when the magic of opinion is dissolved. 
When a great majority of any society are persuaded to secure any 
benefit to themselves, there is no need of tumult or violence to effect 
it—the effort would be to resist reason, not to obey it—the prisoners 
are collected in their common hall, and the keepers inform them 
that it is time to return to their ceils ;—they have no longer the 
power to obey—they look at the impotence of their late masters, 
and smile at their presumption—they quietly leave the mansion 
where they were hitherto immured, and partake of the blessings of 
light and air like other men.” 


Sq the Catholics of Ireland have communicated with 
each other, through the chinks of their cells—they have 
assembled in their Common Hall, and are determined to 
enjoy light and air as other men. For a nation to be free, 
‘it is sufficient that she wills it.” Even the spell-binding 
charms of Mr. Peel’s sophistry, when he asserted that 
“ the laws were fairly administered in Ireland,’ will lose 


. a ‘ 
their effect, when met by the open, candid, and manly 


sentiments of Mr. Hugh O‘Connor, of Mountjoy-square, 
a gentleman of great wealth and undoubted integrity. 
Speaking of Mr. Peel’s administration, in Ireland, Mr. 
O*Connor, at the Catholic meeting, observed, that “ Mr. 
Peel had taken occasion to say that during the six years 
in which he acted as chief secretary for Ireland, there 
was no instance of an unfair or partial administration of 
the law. He (Mr. O’Connor) believed that the right hon. 
gentleman possessed too much honour to wilfully violate 
the truth in this particular ;—he believed he spoke what 
he really thought to be correct ;—but he certainly spoke 
what every man in Ireland, well acquainted with the facts, 
ras prepared solemnly and utterly to deny ;—Mr. Peel 
was doubtless persuaded of all this, by persons from whom 
he collected his information; but they were interested 
persons— they were people who for selfish purposes la- 
No. 23. Vol. X. 
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boured to uphold the wicked system by which lreland was 
kept in degradation and misery. I myself, (said Mr, 
O’Connor), undertake to assert, that the laws were not 
purely administered in Ireland during the time the right 
hon. gentleman alluded to—l say the stream of justice acas 
corrupted lo the very source!’ Now, reader, what think 
you of Mr. Peel’s: parliamentary assertions? Mr. O’Con- 
nor certainly qualified his expressions by saying he believed 
“ Mr. Peel had too much honour to wilfully violate the 
truth, but that he spoke what every map.in Ireland,,, well 
acquainted with the facts, was prepared solemnly and 
utterly to deny.’”’ Well then, Mr. Peel either spoke as 
he-felt, or he asserted that to be true, which “ every man 
in Ireland, well acquainted with the facts, knew to be 
false.” If he spoke as he felt, he admits that, though 
he was chief secretary in Ireland, he was in complete 
ignorance of what every other man, well acquainted with 
facts.knew ;.and if he spoke what he did not feel, or 
asserted to be true that which he knew to be false, he has 
rendered himself unworthy of a place in his majesty’s 
councils. But Mr. O’Connor completely solves the enig- 
ma, by manfully stating that he would “undertake to 
asse}t that the laws were not purely administered in Ire- 
land during the time the right hon. gentleman allué@ed to, 
that thestream of justice was corrupted to the very source !”’ 
I wish-I had been at Mr. O’Connor’s: shoulder to have in- 
quired how the hand of mercy was extended towards an 
Vrange yeoman, a cold, deliberate blood-thirsty murderer, 
whose desperate deed was perpetrated in open day, and 
was even too glaring for the intervention of a packed 
jury. The hand of mercy was not only extended, he was 
not only set at liberty, but he was promoted and appoint- 
ed as a guard in the post-office establishment. Was this 
a fair and an impartial administration of justice. Did it 
cousult the injured feelings of the murdered boy’s family 
and friends, or had it any regard to the welfare of society, 
or the principles of common “decency ‘ ¢ The Irish are se- 
verely punished for violating the laws ; but what respect 
can be expected for that which affords them no protection. 
On the other hand, see how a respectable farmer, a few 
miles from Dundalk, whose only crime (after returning 
from market, where he was a little delayed) was beinz 
out about an hour after sunset in violation of Mr. Peel's 
bill. He was taken up, tried, and found guilty. He had 
a good property—aye, a property that could purchase 
every Orange yeoman belonging to Hall’s corps. He had 
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what was better, a hitherto unblemished character; but 
was the hand of mercy reached to him? Not it, indeed! 
He was transported, and took a considerable property, 
and a numerous family with him to Botany-bay: so much 
for instances of an impartial administration of the law. 
Happily the prospects before the Catholics of Ireland at 
present, are not so gloomy. The dawn is rising, and the 
means of accelerating the meridian are beautifully illus- 
trated in the following extracts from the speech of Richard 
Shiel, Esq. at the last aggregate meeting. 


“ There is a great concurrence of wealth, rank, and influence, 
from all parts of Ireland—men living at the extremities of the 
country, have brought their ardour and their enthusiasm into an 
honourable conjunction—they have abandoned their regular. occu- 
pation and pursuits, and hold no personal inconvenience in compa- 
rison with the rights and interests of Ireland ; and it is impossible 
to behold this assembly, without feeling conscious that the same 
feeling by which it is excited and inflamed, pervades the whole 
mass of the vast and accumulating population of this-country.— 
The Catholics of Ireland exhibit at this moment a high and deter- 
mined feeling; and so far from having been disheartened by a tem- 
porary disappointment, have started with new. vigour from the 
ground. The national mind has rebounded with a more elastic 
torce—the thirst of freedom has been heightened, by tantalization ; 
a myore unanimous sentiment has diffused itself through all ranks 
and parties, and circulates with a more intense activity, and béats 
with a more steadfast pulse. The Catholic question “will be set at 
rest, when nature shall have sustained a revolution—when the heart 
of man is compounded of different emotions, and his intellect is 
informed by different faculties—when the great instinctive propen- 
sitics are not merely modified but annulled—when we are raised 
beyond, or depressed below the level of humanity; then, wall our 
question be at rest for ever. But, as long as human nature con- 
tinues what it is—as long as men feel and act, as they have always 
felt and acted—so long will the “sense of injury, and the unex- 
tinguishable love, and the invincible passion for freedom, abide 
amongst us; and a regard for the rights of men.—Let not bigotry 
exult in its success, its victories are unreal. The eause of freedom 
is still on the advance, and any apparent recedings from its pro- 
sress are, to use the words of a celebrated author, ‘like the re- 
ceding waves—repulsed, and broken upon the shore, while the great 
tide is still rolling on, and gaining ground with every breaker. ’” 

We may be asked by some who do not sufficiently re- 
flect, why we devote so much attention to Catholic af- 
fairs: We answer, because the moment that the Catholics 
demand REFORM as the preliminary to emancipation, the 
borough-mongers receive their mortal wound. And we 
are anxious to shew the Catholics that the only road to 
their hopes is by REFORM! 
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